
County
By M. Patr
News Edito

County sta
legislation 
wind-powe

He said a c
action or H
energy. 

Council me
the potent

“Houses ar
sometimes
[of adjustm
me.” 

Councilwom
a solar pan
she said. 

Council Pre
from restri

“I believe i

County So
minimum p

“It lumps c
requiremen

Those requ
structure (
db noise ge
undergroun

“You can c
says it “ba
those mini

“If you wan
public. Som
windmills,”

Cole said h
which the s
the state h
do that.” 

Council me
put it on a

Currently, 
before the
county’s ca

y council o
icia Titus 
or 

affer Hal Godwi
 dealing with h
ered energy sys

current propos
HOA covenant o

embers showed
ial for impacts

re very close,”
s 20 feet or les
ments] to at lea

man Joan Deav
nel installed tha

esident Vance 
cting windmills

it does,” Count

licitor David Gr
parcel size of 1

county, local an
nts.” 

uirements inclu
which have no
enerated; not 
nd. 

reate additiona
ns use of cove
mum requirem

nt to set additi
meone at the s
” he emphasize

he felt the coun
space between

had already add

embers said th
 house that’s 4

according to P
 county’s board
ap of 42 feet in

pposes pr

in asked the Su
ow county and
stems – name

al would aim to
or restriction th

d some discom
 on neighborin

 Councilman G
s between hou
ast have a min

ver (D-3rd) sai
at was “almost

Phillips (R-5th)
s. 

ty Administrato

riffin detailed t
1 acre for wind

nd HOA togeth

ude the 1-acre
o minimum par
using the wind

al restrictions b
enants and rest
ments. 

ional restriction
state level has 
ed. 

nty has been s
n homes is very
dressed a simi

ey were also c
40 feet high, do

Planning Directo
d of adjustmen
n height for a h

roposed w

ussex County C
d local governm
ly wind turbine

o eliminate res
hat prevents a

mfort with the r
g homeowners

eorge Cole (R-
uses. “If this do
nimum. They’re

id she had sim
t half the size o

) asked for cla

or David Baker

the legislation’s
-power system

her,” he said of

 minimum parc
rcel size); a set
dmill for advert

but can’t take 
trictions to pro

ns, you can,” h
decided that th

omewhat uniq
y small and co
lar issue, in te

concerned abou
oes it include h

or Lawrence La
nt for approval
home. The BoA

windmill bi

Council on Tue
ments, and hom
es and windmil

strictive covena
 property owne

removal of such
s. 

-4th) said of so
oesn’t get appr
e just approvin

ilar concerns a
of the mobile h

rification as to

r said. 

s impact, notin
ms to be allowe

f the affected e

cel size, excep
tback of a leas
tising signs, et

away these,” G
ohibit installatio

he reiterated. “
he law should 

ue in it has mo
venants are co
rms of HOAs r

ut the potentia
house height in

ank, those see
, unless the pr

A has approved

ll 

esday to take a
meowners asso
ls. 

ants, to prohib
er using altern

h power from g

ome neighborh
roved,” he add
ng all kinds of t

about solar pow
home. I think w

 whether the le

ng that it sets a
ed by right. 

entities. “But th

t for systems i
st 1.5 times he
c.; and that re

Griffin emphas
on of wind syst

“I don’t know i
promote ability

ostly dealt with
ontrolled by a d
estricting flags

l impact on co
n that?” 

king to add a r
roperty is large
d most of these

 

a position on pr
ociations, contr

bit any local or
native wind-bas

government an

hoods, noting t
ded, “we need 
things right no

wer systems, h
we need to loo

egislation wou

a state-level re

hey must meet

ntegrated into
ight of the win

elated electrica

ized, noting th
tems” and that

f there will be 
y of homeowne

h cluster develo
developer or H
s, “And the sta

unty height re

rooftop wind sy
er than 5 acres
e applications.

roposed state 
rol the placem

 county govern
sed systems fo

nd HOAs, as we

hat there is 
to direct our b

ow, and that bo

having recently
k at the setbac

ld prevent a H

equirement for

t the minimum

 the home’s 
ndmill; less tha
l wiring be loca

hat the bill syno
t the state sets

 an outcry by t
er to install 

opments of lat
HOA. He noted 
te said you cou

strictions. “If y

ystem have to
s, due to the 
 

ent of 

nment 
or 

ell as 

oard 
others 

y seen 
cks,” 

OA 

r a 

m 

an 5 
ated 

opsis 
s 

the 

te, in 
that 
uldn’t 

you 

 go 



Still, he said, they had already had one such installation on pole collapse because it wasn’t up to the specifications 
of the manufacture. One installed on a house had to be removed due its vibrations causing potential damage to the 
structure, he noted. 

“We’ve had both tower and house-mounted” proposals go before the board, he said – about 50/50 in percentage of 
each. “We had a run on them for four to six months, but it’s slowed up quite a bit. … “If the tower is 150 feet (tall), 
it would have to have a 300-foot setback,” he added. “But they would end up applying for a variance.” 

“It sounds like this law would conflict with our code,” Phillips noted of the legislation. 

Cole said his concerns were with the existing ability for the BoA to approve a variance for height to install a 
system, without a system for the county to inspect resulting installations to ensure they were built to manufacturer 
specifications. 

Wilson noted that a Delaware Electric Cooperative official had recently told him that such a home installation would 
cost the home owner five times more than buying power from the cooperative. “I don’t know why you would want 
them,” he opined. 

Councilman Michael H. Vincent (R-1st) said he too had some problems with parts of the legislation. “I don’t have 
issue with the 1-acre lot size, but roof-mounted is an issue, with no minimum. Some of these houses are real close 
together. I’m not sure I’m comfortable just going through the BoA. We need to make sure they are certified and 
have some kind of standards. 

The council voted unanimously on Tuesday to send a letter to the General Assembly, opposing the legislation as 
written. “The HOA should have some say in this,” Cole added in his motion. 

 


