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“Some dogs are picky and precise about what they eat,” he added, “and some have allergies. By letting the owner 
bring the food, we can be sure that the dogs are getting what they’re used to.” 

The dogs are not fed any table scraps or “people food,” either. 

Dogs of all sizes are welcome at the ranch, as can be seen from Goodman’s large black Lab, The Beast, and Rossi’s 
miniature Doberman-mix, Diamond. 

Previously working as a licensed contractor, Goodman has effectively turned his home into a retreat for dogs. 
Rossi, born and raised in the Bronx before raising her own family in Yonkers, N.Y., worked for four years with her 
daughter’s pet-training and -sitting business before teaming up with Goodman. 

“Even though the economy’s the way it is,” she said, “this is still a thriving business. People have pets and 
sometimes they need a nice place to bring them.” 

Previously working in the real estate business, as well, has given Rossi the professional know-how to accompany 
her adoration of canines. 

Local pet owners have already started to take advantage of the service, for short day trips at the outlets or a round 
of golf, or for weeks at a time. Those coming to the beach from out-of-town can find Ashley’s Pet Ranch as a 
simple solution if their summer retreat does not accommodate pets, or if they want to give them a care-free 
lodging alternative. 

“I’m like the camp director,” said Goodman. “I can enjoy my time here outside with an iced tea and throw a ball for 
the dogs. Nothing makes me happier.” 

Still fresh from opening to the public, Ashley’s Pet Ranch has only seen a few clients so far, but both Goodman and 
Rossi are confident that will all change this summer season. 

“We can accommodate up to 20 dogs here,” noted Goodman. “I’d eventually like to expand a little, but for now, we 
just want to be here for people.” 

In addition to the pet-sitting and cage-free lodging, Ashley’s Pet Ranch also provides house calls, at-home walks 
and a pick-up and drop-off service for areas within Sussex County, Del., and Ocean City or Ocean Pines, Md. 

Rates for doggy daycare start at $25 for a single dog, while two dogs from the same household can visit the ranch 
for $40 per full day. A single dog overnight rate starts at $30, while two dogs of the same household visit for $45 
or three for $60. Pick-up and drop-off services, as well as pet-walking and sitting at the owner’s residence start at 
a local rate of $20 and are subject to change based on locality, duties and number of pets. 

Ashley’s Pet Ranch services are by appointment only, so call (302) 537-1030 or (302) 344-1323 for more 
information, including details and rates. Pet owners are also encouraged to visit www.ashleyspetranch.com online 
for additional information and services. 

 


